Assay methods for retroviral proteases.
A variety of assay methods for retroviral proteases have been developed in response to different experimental requirements, such as initial identification of a protease, subsequent enzymatic characterization, and high-capacity automated screening of potential inhibitors. This chapter has reviewed a number of these methods above; most have been closely tailored to match specific experimental requirements, and some of them are described in greater detail in other chapters in this volume. They include analysis of polyprotein cleavage using SDS-PAGE, analysis of the determinants of substrate cleavage using either chromogenic peptides or reversed-phase HPLC for product separation after cleavage of unmodified peptides, and the design and utilization of quenched fluoregenic peptides for use in continuous assay.